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CLIMATE CHANGE USED TO DRESS UP ‘FORESTRY-AS-USUAL’ IN SCOTLAND
Environmental NGO Reforesting Scotland is disappointed that a new scheme to tackle climate change through forestry is clearly a case of dressing up industry-led forestry in popular ‘climate change clothing’. The new £3M Woodland Creation Scheme launched by Forestry Commission Scotland last week fails to prioritise efforts to reduce carbon emissions associated with the entire life-cycle of ‘tree planting’. This includes high carbon-emitting activities such as transport and processing. It is also in danger of being a ‘plantation creation scheme’ rather than supporting growth of a rich and diverse native woodland resource in Scotland.
Dr Roddy Fairley, Chair of Reforesting Scotland said:

“The very broad ‘steady as she goes’ policy of this grant scheme perpetuates the relatively poor carbon balance forestry of the past, rather than any real new targeting towards maximum carbon sequestration.”

The new Woodland Creation Scheme is widely believed to have been developed to fill an important gap in grants to woodland managers between the old Scottish Forestry Grant Scheme and the new grants issued under Rural Development Contracts. However, if the new scheme supports biodiversity-poor monocultures destined for distant processing plants, the scheme fails to address the key ways in which the forestry sector can contribute to reducing its impact on climate change.
As most carbon emissions are produced by burning of fossil fuels the scheme should support forestry schemes that are reducing emissions through reducing transport, making use of forestry waste (such as branch wood) and replacing fossil fuels in heating, through the production of locally produced woodfuel. Woodland creation can only be effective in tackling climate change if the right species are planted on appropriate sites, where new woodlands increase the amount of carbon stored on the site in the soil and in dead wood. Harvested trees should be used locally for durable products, such as timber for buildings. Reforesting Scotland believes that applications to the scheme must be assessed according to the overall contribution of the scheme to carbon emissions.
Dr Fairley confirms that Reforesting Scotland places great importance on woodland creation however:

“Forestry and woodlands are an important part of the environment in which we all live and make a vital contribution to human welfare, health, culture and livelihoods. We are therefore very pleased to see support for woodland planting however we are cynical at the suggestion that this scheme is aimed at the promotion of action to mitigate climate change. It palpably is not.”
Reforesting Scotland is developing a ‘Low Impact Living’ project to raise awareness of the ways in which Scotland’s forests can best be used to tackle climate change. ‘Tree Planting in a Changing Climate’ will be the theme of its next annual meeting in Ullapool on 28-30 September, to which non-members are welcome.
ENDS…  

Notes for Editors:

1. Reforesting Scotland is a membership organisation which aims to restore the forests of Scotland and reconnect communities to their local environment. 
2. Dr Roddy Fairley is chair of Reforesting Scotland.  He is Area Manager for Scottish Natural Heritage in Strathclyde and Ayrshire, a member of the South of Scotland Regional Forestry Forum, a Director of the Central Scotland Forest Trust, and a member of the Glasgow and Clyde Valley Green Network Partnership.

3. The Scottish Forestry Grants Scheme (SFGS) closed on 31st August 2006.   A new scheme based on Rural Development Contracts was to be introduced in 2007. Information is available through Forestry Commission Scotland: www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/infd-5zgl3p 
4. Further Information can be found at www.reforestingscotland.org or from Reforesting Scotland, 62-66 Newhaven Road, Edinburgh, EH6 5BQ.   Telephone, 0131 554 4321 
5. Images can be supplied if required
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