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Background 

• “Regenerating Hazel 
Coppice in Scotland” 
Conference 2013 

• Hosted by the Scottish 
Crannog Centre 

• Brought together many 
practitioners from 
across Scotland (and 
beyond) 



 
The Scottish Government’s 2020 Challenge 
for Biodiversity (Scottish Biodiversity 
Strategy) and Scotland’s Biodiversity Route 
Map 

National Biodiversity Planning 



TAYSIDE BIODIVERSITY ACTION PLAN 
2ND EDITION 2016-2026 
 
• Establish an overview audit of existing 
coppice, current status and potential to 
plant new coppice 
•Support the setting up of a Scottish 
Coppice Association to raise awareness 
of sustainable coppice management for 
woodland products and biodiversity 
•Encourage sharing good practice and 
training in sustainable coppice 
management 
•Support the setting up of a Scottish 
Coppice Festival 

Local Biodiversity Planning 



Initial Partners  
• The Scottish Crannog 

Centre  

• Tayside Biodiversity 
Partnership 

• Reforesting Scotland  

• The Atlantic Hazel Action 
Group 

• Angus Council 

• Lochore Meadows 
Country Park (Fife) 

• Tay Landscape Partnership 

Other organisations will be 
approached 

 



Purpose of Festival 
 

To raise awareness about:  
•the history of Scottish coppice woodlands 
• their biodiversity value 
•the ever-increasing opportunity of economic gain in providing 
a wide variety of local produce 
•increasing the diversity of rural skills and training available 



Key Outcomes 
• the setting up of a Scottish Coppice Association (or informal 

Network via the Reforesting Scotland Coppice Forum) to ensure 
that producers and managers can liaise regularly in the future – 
and arrange future programmes of events, training, festivals, etc.  

• a new online Directory of Coppice Produce (Reforesting 
Scotland) and improvements to the Scottish Willow Facebook 
page. 

• an increase in coppice working opportunities for rural skills 
training and employability. 

• Potential to look into funding for a post to prepare a suite of 
advisory notes for professionals, skills training and education. 

• An increased awareness of biodiversity management of coppice 
woodlands, particularly those in Highland Perthshire and the 
west coast (especially the safeguarding of rare lichens, etc.) 



2017 Events (mid-March onwards) 

* Launch in Angus (led by Angus 
Council 



To be led by the Woodland Officer, Angus Council 
Introduction and photocall opportunity in Forfar, then 
Site visits to 
•Kirrie Hill 
•Turfbeg 
•Lochside 

Angus 



 
Fife - Coppice Management and 
Marketing of Produce 
To be led by Lochore 

Meadows Country 
Park (Fife Coast & 
Countryside Trust) 

• Expert speakers to 
outline how best to 
market coppice 
produce 

• Site visit to the 
various Lochore 
coppice coupes to 
discuss long-term 
management 

 



Practical Training Courses 
 To be led by Lochore Meadows Country Park 

(Fife Coast & Countryside Trust) and the Rural 
Skills Partnership Fife 

• Hedgelaying / Coppice Management 

 

 



Lowland Perthshire 

To be led by the Tay 
Landscape Partnership 

• Still to be confirmed, 
but will probably 
include hedgelaying 
training, awareness-
raising events and 
planting of new coppice 
woodland 



Highland Perthshire Coppice 
Management  
 
To be led by the  Scottish Crannog 

Centre 

• Talks and site visit to two very 
different coppice sites – a 
working Coppice woodland and 
Glen Lyon (with Atlantic Hazel 
Group and Sandy Coppins for 
short lichen assessment 
practical training) 

 



Coppice Craft Fair & Taster Sessions 

To be led by the  Scottish Crannog Centre 

• One or two weekend days open to the public. 
Will include charcoal burning, sickle-making 

• Lichen identification and traditional usage  
sessions  



Other Events  
•Traditional Woodsman’s Coppice and Greenwood 
Skills Training Workshop, Helmsdale (charcoal and 
coppice) 
•Willow Coppice site visits and demonstration 
events – Applecross, Torridon 
•Coppice planting and management elsewhere in 
Scotland 
 
 



A very long tradition 



The Future? 
• An annual Scotland-wide Festival to raise awareness 

to landowners/managers and local 
communities/visitors 

• More training opportunities and a resulting increase 
in rural skills availability 

• Overall better management of all types of coppice 
woodlands 

• Better usage and marketing of sustainable coppice 
produce 

• A safeguarding of ancient coppice woodlands for 
biodiversity – and a greater knowledge of species 
management 
 



Further information 
Reforesting Scotland - 

www.reforestingscotland.org  

Tayside Biodiversity Partnership - 

www.taysidebiodiversity.co.uk 

Scottish Biodiversity Forum - 

www.biodiversityscotland.gov.uk 

 

http://www.reforestingscotland.org/
http://www.taysidebiodiversity.co.uk/
http://www.biodiversityscotland.gov.uk/

