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An idea from Norway... 

This presentation was inspired by a 
presentation at the recent Wild Forest 
Products Conference in Barcelona.

The following two slides contain the abstract 
for that presentation.

See the StarTree website for more about the conference: 
http://star-tree.eu/final-conference-2016

Including the complete book of abstracts:
http://star-tree.eu/images/conference/Wild%20forest%20product
s%20in%20Europe%20book%20of%20abstracts%2010102016.pdf
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 An idea for Scotland...

In Norway:

 Meat is legally required to be certified
 - The app includes a 'cyber gateway' which must be crossed before accessing markets

In Scotland:

There is a need for traceability of wild food – public health  concerns
- 'Cyber gateway' could require proof of training/qualification of picker

There is a legal requirement to get the landowner's permission before harvesting wild 
food for sale
- 'Cyber gateway' could require information about the area in which food was picked

Pickers are protective of their picking areas, and may have legitimate reasons for not 
having asked the landowner (e.g. landowner cannot be identified/found)
- There is potential for data to be anonymised or aggregated

Landowners have a right to know about commercial picking on their land, and an 
interest in knowing how much wild food is harvested from their land
- There could be a system for enabling communication between landowners and 
individual pickers – if both parties agree
- Data could be made available about the food sold from each area

In both countries

Many people are more interested in hunting or gathering than in marketing!



 Potential outcomes:

Johan Barstad is open to suggestions for the proposed app being 
developed for different uses in different countries.

At best, this idea could facilitate contact between responsible, occasional 
pickers of wild food and the local food supply chain.

It could also facilitate communication between the pickers and landowners 
in a very direct and practical way. In many cases the landowner might 
decide that the value of food gathered from their land is so low that they 
have little or no interest in the activity – whilst at the same time feeling 
more at ease with it due to being given information about it.

At best, this would facilitate the development of a cooperative and 
respectful wild harvesting culture.

However, there are also many potential problems and issues!

Is this idea worth investigating?



Thank you!
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